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The walk starts from the Black Swan pub
car park on Manchester Road. As you
meander through the quiet country lanes
and footpaths, it is hard to imagine that
Glazebrook once had one of the busiest
railway junctions in the country. It used
to have two junctions — the West in
Glazebrook and the East Junction sited
just over the River Glaze in Cadishead,
but carrying the name Glazebrook. The
map and numbered Heritage Boards
(HB) over page provide a snapshot of the
areas railway history, whilst guiding you
gently on a lovely scenic walk.

© From the car park turn left down Manchester
Road and in 140m turn left onto the path crossing
stile by metal gate. Cross next stile in 30m into
field and follow path, keeping hedge and then
fence on your right for 90m to junction. At junction
bear left up the step then continue along edge of
field towards the houses, keeping hedge and ditch
on your right. After 220m emerge onto Dam Lane
and turn right passing a detached house on your
right (Wayside).

@® Continue along lane for 700m, passing a shooting
range on your right, to the junction with Dam Head
Lane at Hollingreave Farm. Keep straight on up
Dam Lane for a further 420m
to the bridge crossing the
railway line from Manchester
to Liverpool. At this point take
a moment to reference some
railway history over page
[ref:HB1] before starting the
next section.
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Dam Lane Junction Signal Box
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© Leave the bridge and retrace your steps back
to Hollingreave Farm at the junction with Dam
Head Lane. Turn left up Dam Head Lane and in
350m, just past Rose Cottage, ascend the hill up
to Dam Head Lane bridge. Pause here on the left
hand side of the bridge to take in some more railway
history [ref:HB2] before carefully crossing the lane
to look over the bridge to what is today a wooded
expanse, once Glazebrook West Junction.

O Continue along Dam Head Lane as it bears
right to a second bridge, No WJNO1. This bridge
once crossed the now disused Wigan Junction
Railway. The line joined the main line behind and ran
up to Glazebrook Moss Junction ahead. [ref: HB3]

© Continue along the lane for a further 160m to
the corner of Bank Street and turn right. Looking
eastwards over the bridge to your left there is a
clear view of the platforms on Glazebrook Station
on the main line towards Irlam, just before the
Glazebrook Lane bridge. [ref: HB4] Looking to the
west from the other parapet you obtain an impression
of the expanse of Glazebrook West Junction.
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® Return to Dam Head Lane and turn right. Follow
lane which swings to the left before joining
Glazebrook Lane in 180m. Turn right along
Glazebrook Lane towards the station. In 110m, a
delightful view of this rural station and the row of
pretty station cottages is afforded as you reach the
bridge. Carefully cross this busy road to look down
the main line to the east where Glazebrook East
signal box is clearly visible just beyond where the
track crosses the River Glaze. The signal box marks
the start of Glazebrook East Junction. [ref; HB5]

@ Carefully re-cross the road, turning left downhill
and then first right passing the pretty station cottages
as you approach Glazebrook Station. The rear of
the station, incorporating a more modern extension,
is in a state of disrepair. However, the view from
the platform reminds one of bygone times with the
carved barge boards and finely detailed windows.
The original drinking fountain can still be seen towards
the end of the Liverpool platform. Across the track,
on the Manchester platform, stands the original
waiting room building, which is now closed. [ref: HB6]

| Glazebrook Station Sidings

Glazebrook Station and original
Drinking Fountain




